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New Commissioners begin service

People enjoying activities at the annual Howl’oween event in Opelika.  This Main Street event attracted
hundreds of residents that shopped at downtown merchants, while also raising money for Rescue K-911.

credit: Hiro Fukai

New Commissioners Diane McCool, Elizabeth Sanders and
Josh Mandell

     The Commission welcomed

three new commissioners at the

February 4 meeting.  These

include Diane McCool, Elizabeth

Sanders, and Josh Mandell.

     Diane McCool of Gordo

replaces Frank Grant who

represented the Alabama Farmers

Federation.  Mrs. McCool raises

poultry and beef cattle and has

been active in farm groups for

many years.  She also serves on

the Committee of 100 for the

Deptartment of Agriculture.

     Elizabeth Sanders is a long

time preservationist and is the

executive director of the

March/April 2009

Downtown Mobile  Alliance.

The Alliance has worked for the

past  two decades to foster

sustainable and sensitive

redevelopment in Downtown

Mobile.  Ms. Sanders replaces

Greg Waselkov.

     Josh Mandell has been

involved in the redevelopment of

historic buildings in Montgomery

that feature loft living above

ground level commercial and

retail spaces.  Mr. Mandell is a

member of the Montgomery

Historic Preservation Commis-

sion and serves as general coun-

sel for Summit America.

 More than 80 community and

state leaders braved nasty

February weather to discuss the

future of Alabama’s Main Street

program.

 Main Street is a highly

successful small town, downtown

revitalization program created in

the 1980s by the National Trust

for Historic Preservation.  The

program requires Main Street

communities to implement a four-

point work plan to revitalize

their town centers. The four

points are design, organization,

promotion and economic

restructuring.

In a series of focus group

meetings held  February 10 -13, a

National Trust study team heard

private citizens, elected officials,

local Main Street mangers, board

members and volunteers express

overwhelming support for a

renewed statewide Main Street

program.  Those attending the

meetings discussed strategies for

success in the areas of board

relations, manager training, design

guidelines, and branding, just to

name a few.

The meetings, held in

Montgomery,  Atmore,

Birmingham, Gadsden and Athens,

are the first part of a 6-month

effort funded by the Alabama

Historical Commission to find a

home and sustainable funding

stream for the program.

     According to Lauren Adkins,

the National Trust Main Street

staffer heading the study,

“Throughout the focus group

meetings, our team was struck by

the great desire for more

information about the basics of

the Main Street Four Point

Approach®.  People are clearly

anxious for Alabama to have a

Main Street Coordinating

Program Partner.”

     From 1983-2004, The Alabama

Historical Commission was home

to a nationally certified Main

Street coordinating program that

supported 11 local Main Street

programs. From 1989-1998 it

documented creating 1,030 new

businesses, 4,035 new jobs,

and spurring $217,193,241 in
private investment, and

$66,553,261in public

improvements. It also increased

local tax revenues by returning

vacant and underutilized buildings

to the tax rolls.

     State budget cuts in 2003-4

eliminated AHC staffing, funding

and services critical to supporting

local Main Street programs. Last

summer, several organizations

specializing in small town

economic development –The

Alabama Communities of

Excellence, Auburn University’s
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Alabama Register and Historic Cemetery Listings

May 2008
Nelson, Charles M., House, Fairhope

Hughes-Robinson House, Gadsden

Robinson House, Gadsden

Hotel Willingham, Clanton

Pushmataha Historic District,

     Choctaw County

Coden Post Office, Mobile County

Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage

Lowndes County
Haigler Cemetery, 06/09/08

Graves Cemetery, 06/11/08

Stone Cemetery, 06/11/08

Young Cemetery, 06/11/08

Yankee Town Cemetery, 06/11/08

McQueen Cemetery, 06/11/08

Burkville Methodist Church Cemetery,

     06/11/08

Pickens County

Oak Grove Franconia Cemetery, 06/17/08

Wilcox County

Camden Cemetery, 06/17/08

Butler County

Kettler Plantation Cemetery, 06/17/08

Jefferson County

Massey Cemetery, 06/17/08

Union Hill Cemetery, 06/17/08

John Belcher Cemetery, 06/17/08

John Belcher Cemetery, 06/17/08

Mulga Memorial Cemetery, 08/28/08

Wear Cemetery, 11/12/08

Crenshaw County
Daniel Family Cemetery, 06/17/08

Lightfoot Family Cemetery, 06/17/08

Lowery Cemetery, 06/17/08

Hopewell Cemetery, 06/17/08

Mothershed Cemetery, 06/17/08

Morgan Cemetery, 06/17/08

Cody-Odom Cemetery, 06/17/08

Sexton Family Cemetery, 06/17/08

Shreves Family Cemetery, 06/17/08

Dale County

Old Mt. Zion Cemetery, 06/17/08

Monroe County

Shiloh Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery,

     06/17/08

Morgan County

Stephenson-Burleson Cemetery, 06/17/08

Montgomery County
Barachias Cemetery, 06/17/08

Bethel Cemetery, 08/1/08

Bethel Cemetery, 08/1/08

Dekalb County

Stewart Family Cemetery, 08/12/08

Covington County

Butler Cemetery, 08/28/08

Walker County

Aaron Cemetery, 08/28/08

Mobile County

Bear Fork Road Cemetery, 08/28/08

Boudan Cemetery, 08/28/08

Dawes Cemetery, 08/28/08

Dorlon Cemetery, 08/28/08

Noel Cemetery, 08/28/08

Orrell Family Graveyard, 08/28/08

Pierce Creek Cemetery, 08/28/08

Reed Cemetery, 08/28/08

Sacred Heart Cemetery, 08/28/08

Turnerville Cemetery, 08/28/08

Wolf Ridge Cemetery, 08/28/08

Saint Rose of Lima Cemetery, 11/12/08

Lartigue Cemetery, 11/12/08

Pine Crest Cemetery, 11/12/08

Calhoun County
Union Grove Congregational Church

     Cemetery, 08/28/08

Elmore County
Chana Creek Primitive Baptist Church

     Cemetery, 06/17/08

Watson Chapel Cemetery, 06/17/08

Mt. Hebron East Baptist Church Cemetery,

     06/17/08

Mt. Gilead Church Cemetery, 06/17/08

Chilton County
Atchison Cemetery, 11/12/08

Moore Cemetery, 11/12/08

Autauga County

Old Kingston Historical Cemetery, 11/12/08

Calhoun County

Crook Cemetery, 11/12/08

Covington County

Beda Cemetery, 08/28/08

Covington County

Mancill Cemetery, 06/17/08

Historic Cemetery Register

Geneva County

Casady Cemetery, 08/28/08

Madison County

Merrimack Cemetery, 06/17/08

Dallas County

New Bethel Cemetery, 06/17/08

Pine Grove Cemetery, 06/17/08

Shelby County
Salem Cemetery, 08/28/08

Rabby House, Mobile County

Shoal Creek Mill Dam Site, Shelby County

Hybart, C. L., House, Monroeville

McDuffie Place, Franklin Vicinity

Monroe County Public Library, Monroeville

November 2008

Bemiston Mill Village, Talladega

January 2009

Flower Hill Farm, Limestone County

Ratliff-Lyle House, Morgan County

George andJewellWilsonBuilding, Selma

Skyline Farms Store, Jackson County

Masonic Lodge, Coffeeville

Florey Gin, Vincent

Blount County

Dailey’s Chapel Cemetery, 06/17/08

Autauga County
Hall Cemetery, 06/17/08

Keener-Stoudenmire Cemetery, 06/17/08

Davis Chapel Cemetery, 06/18/08

Tuscaloosa County
Old Northport Cemetery, 06/17/08

Bryce Cemetery #1, 09/30/08

Bryce Cemetery #1A, 09/30/08

Bryce Cemetery #2, 09/30/08

Bryce Cemetery #3, 09/30/08

Partlow State School Cemetery, 09/30/08

Lee County

Old Mt. Olive Cemetery, 11/12/08

Escambia County

Pilgrims Rest Cemetery, 11/12/08

Correction: The Summer/Fall ‘08 edition listed C.E.

Hanna School in Etowah County.  It is in Calhoun County.
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Small Town Design Initiative and

Your Town Alabama – approached

the AHC about reviving the

program.

     The AHC secured private and

federal funding and contracted

with the National Trust Main

Street Center .

     The study  will recommend

how best to reestablish a state

coordinating program. It includes

the focus groups meetings, pro-

files of southeastern statewide

Main Street programs, interviews

with potential funders and part-

ners, and a final report due this

summer.

     The AHC created a  smaller

steering committee and a larger

partner’s committee to ensure

that the study is rooted in Ala-

bama realities and opportunities.

     According to Adkins, should

funding and support be available,

the National Trust for Historic

Preservation, which holds the

trademark for “Main Street,”

would execute a licensing agree-

ment with the new Alabama Main

Street program.

     This licensing agreement

outlines the expectations of the

National Trust for Historic Pres-

ervation in delegating use of the

name Main Street in Alabama.

Area residents of all ages area enjoy a Main Street gathering in Florence.
credit: Sara Beth Hinton

     The National Trust Main Street

consulting team  consists of:

Lauren Adkins, Assistant Direc-

tor of Field Services, National

Trust Main Street Center; Elize

Tinsley  program officer for

theMain Street Center; Alice

Bowsher is an independent

consultant from Birmingham with

30 years experience in historic

preservation, economic develop-

ment, strategic planning,

fundraising, and market research,

and Beverly Meng, the former

director of the Main Street

statewide program in Mississippi.

Help for Small Towns

Alabama Communities of Excellence

www.alabamacommunitiesofexcellence.org

Auburn University

Urban Studio - Small Town Design Initiative

www.cadc.auburn.edu/soa/urban-studio

Your Town Alabama

www.yourtownalabama.org

Auburn University

Economic and Community Development Institute

www.auburn.edu/outreach/ecdi

University of Alabama

Center for Economic Development

www.uced.ua.edu

Design Alabama
www.designalabama.org

     According to AHC Outreach

Director Ellen Mertins, “Main

Street is a program that works.

It works for economic

development. It works for

building strong, vibrant, healthy

communities and it works for

preserving the special historic

character of our downtowns—

something citizens and tourists

want.

“It is about slow, incremental

growth, rather than one-time,

‘magic-bullet’ fixes and much of

its success comes from having

an on-the-ground local

manager with the day to day

responsibility for making things

happen,” she said.

Main Street Steering Committee

David Fleming, Main Street Birmingham, co-chair

Nisa Miranda, University of Alabama Center for

Economic Development, co-chair

Cheryl Morgan,  Auburn University Urban Studio

Paul Kennedy, Your Town Alabama

Steve Ostaseski, Regional Planning Commission of

     Greater Birmingham

Tom Chestnut, Auburn University and Alabama

     Cooperative Extension System

Ellen Mertins, Alabama Historical Commission

Mary Shell, Alabama Historical Commission

Marsha Bankston, Alexander City

Neal Wade,  Alabama Development Office

Bill Johnson, Alabama Department of Economic and

Community Affairs

Ron Scott,  Economic Development Association of

Alabama

Lee Sentell, Department of Tourism

Karen Rogers, Auburn University, Architecture

Department

Richard Dozier, Tuskegee University,  Architecture

Department

Perry Roquemore, Alabama League of Municipalities

Max Michaels, University of Alabama, School of Public

Health

Ann Florie, Birmingham

Bob Howard, Alabama Power

Phil Segraves, Mayor, Guin

Larry Fluker, Mayor, Evergreen

Stephen Black, University of Alabama, Center for

Ethics and Social Responsibility

Sommerville Hill, Alabama Institute of Architects

Frank White, Alabama Historical Commission

Jason Fondron, KPS Group

Warren Hicks, Tennessee Valley Authority

Jack Page, Alabama House of Representatives

Main Street Partners

Next Commission Meeting

May 6, 11:00 a.m.

State Capitol Auditorium

Annual CLG Workshop
April 29, 2009, Sylacauga

more information: www.preserveala.org

Main Street program (continued)
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City of Greenville restores Ritz Theatre New book on African American genealogy

Frazine Taylor, Chair of the

Black Heritage Council, has written

a new book titled Researching African

American Genealogy in Alabama: A

Resource Guide.  The book is the first

comprehensive resource guide for

African American genealogical

research in Alabama.

     With this book, Taylor gives

readers the information that will

help them research African Ameri-

can records in places such  as

courthouses, libraries, and

archives throughout the state.

The inspiration for the

book came when Taylor realized

that there were currently no

African American genealogy

reference focusing solely on

Alabama.

The book is published by

NewSouth Books.  For more

information, visit

www.newsouthbooks.com.

     Residents of Greenville are

flocking to the newly restored

Ritz Theatre.  The Ritz is a

beautiful theatre that originally

opened its doors in 1935 and has

seen Hank Williams, Sr. grace its

stage, among others.

     The city of Greenville took

the lead in preserving the theatre

when it purchased the building in

1982.

     Soon after purchasing the

theatre, the city proceeded

with the construction of a new

roof, a new heating/cooling

system, along with a new ceiling.

     Funding for these projects

was provided by grants, city

funding, and private fund-raising.

The city has worked very

closely with the Greenville Area

Arts Council (GAAC) every

step of the way.  The council

researched the original decor

and has fulfilled its promise to

residents to replicate the 1935

decor.  The GAAC is committed

to the preservation of the theatre

and produces three to four shows

every year, along with promoting arts

in the community.

   In February, the city dedicated the

restored marquee that serves as a

focal point for the downtown area.

The venue hosted the well-known

musical group The Platters in

October 2008, and in February the

musical “Bye-Bye Birdie” opened to a

large crowd.

Lineville to restore historic theatre

     The AHC recently approved

renovation plans for the historic

Lineville Theatre.  Renovations will

be funded by a $196,000 grant

secured by Congressman Mike

Rogers.

     The grant was awarded to the

Lineville Downtown Redevelopment

Authority.  The project will be

completed in three phases, and is

currently in the first phase.

credit: Clay Times-Journal
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